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only one with a ’preface and
addenda (what are they?)
bizarre serendipity of its
concept hopping due to
alphabetic ordering (squaw,
squeak, squeamish, squeegee,
squelch, squib, squid
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Introduction

My ’Oxford’ Dictionary

actually first given as a Xmas
gift by my grandmother to her
husband in 1939

by-and-by hear phrase Oxford
English Dictionary, and assume
its my dark-blue dictionary;

many years later (∼35?) realise
how wrong about this I am



here is how the ’Oxford English Dictionary’ looked when first published (my
’oxford’ dictionary shown to the left)
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Aside: fascicle,n

...
2. A part, number, ‘livraison’ (of a work published by instalments); =
fasciculus n.2
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◮ so 5 years after his
estimating it would take
10 yrs to do the lot he has
done A-ANT

◮ so did he produce all the
rest from A-Z in next 5
years ? not quite
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◮ BRA-BYZ (1888)



◮ C–CASS (1888)



◮ CASS–CLIVY (1889)



◮ CLO-CONSIGNER (1891)
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Introduction

◮ so took from 1884 till 1928 to get through A-Z in 125 fascicles

= 44 years
◮ as they went they pulled together the fascicles as volumes (picture from

earlier shows these volumes from Trinity’s Old Library)

◮ ?? so why why did it take from 1884 to 1928 ??

◮ ?? what kind of dictionary were they making ??
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Introduction

did they have fanastically ornamental pages, with illustrated capitals?

No – though that was one of talents in James Murray’s bizarre skill set
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Introduction

did people own the copyright on particular words and have to be bought off
not actually a completely crazy idea
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Introduction

◮ to give real explanation need to go back to its aims as a dictionary, and
back into even longer ago times

◮ also on the way learn some forgotten but significant antiquarian aspects of
book production

◮ also some quite startlingly modern aspects of the endeavour

◮ and some subtleties in how to use it as reference work for diachronic
matters
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Some Dictionary History

Nov 5th 1857: The Philological Society

◮ 1842, the Philological Society is founded, a rather exclusive, learned
society which you could only join by invitation

◮ stated aim to ”investigate and promote the study and knowledge of the
structure, the affinities, and the history of languages”

◮ Nov 5th 1857, at a meeting of the Philogical Society, a paper is read
which is acknowledged as initiating the process which led to the OED

On some Deficiencies in our English Dictionaries.
by Richard Chevenix Trench

◮ to set the stage going to take a quick look at some dictionaries prior to this
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Some Dictionary History

1604: Cawdrey ’A Table Alphabeticall’

◮ first in English about English

◮ 3000 words, 120 pages, 3.5 by 5.5
inches

◮ not common, but tricky, learned,
’inkhorn’ words

◮ followed by others with similar
ambition
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Some Dictionary History

1755: Johnson

Good in some ways

◮ started 1746, published 1755

◮ 43, 500 words, 113 senses for ’take’

◮ illustrative quotations (. . . partly
from memory . . . )

Not so good in others

◮ likes to entertain

◮ etymologies inaccurate

◮ could be opinionated and
prescriptive
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Richard Chevenix Trench

◮ wrote respected works on forgotten senses of
current words

1851: On the Study of Words : 6 Lectures,
Addressed (Originally) to the Pupils at the
Diocesan Training School

1859: A Select Glossary of English Words Used
Formerly in Senses Different from Their Present

◮ also sincerely thought study of word origins could
be morally instructive
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Some Dictionary History

a bit of Trench’s morally instructive etymology

In his On the Study of Words says

words often contain a witness for great moral truths – God having
impressed such a seal of truth upon language, that men are
constantly uttering deeper things than they know

here’s an illustration (it relies on knowing Latin ’poena’ means ’punishment’)

Some modern ’false prophets,’ . . . tells us that pain is only .. at worst, a sort of
needful hedge and guardian of pleasure. But there is a deeper feeling in the
universal heart of man, . . . namely, that it is the correlative of sin, that it is
punishment; and to this the word ’pain,’ which there can be do reasonable

doubt is derived from ’poena’, bears continual witness. Pain is punishment;
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1857: Trench’s talk at meeting of Philological Society

Trench’s On some Deficiencies in our English Dictionaries part description of
failures and part manifesto for a better kind of dictionary, to be a project aimed
at by the Phil. Soc.

◮ His first point is that extant dictionaries are prescriptive, normative,
passing judgement on what is good and bad. This must be emphatically
disowned. A dictionary should be purely descriptive

It is no task of the maker of it to select the good words of a
language. If he . . . begins to pick and choose, to leave this and
to take that, he will at once go astray.
There is a constant confusion here in men’s minds. . . . They
conceive of a Dictionary . . . to be a standard of the language ;
. . . It is nothing of the kind.
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Building the ’New English Dictionary’

Trench’s points contd

◮ that extant dictionaries fail to really record the language’s history; people
have not, but should record

-
all words, including words which were, but are no longer, used

-
all senses, including senses which were, but are no longer, used

- for all words and senses of words should have dates of their

earliest use

final use

- history should go ’right back’ – to circa 1150
(eg. Johnson looked back just over 150 years)
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Trench’s points contd

not only that, but also . . .

◮ that a dictionary should deduce and illustrate all of this word and sense
history with and from authentic quotations

◮ that etymologies not be speculative but be scrupulously based on the
evidence
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Building the ’New English Dictionary’

Trench’s points contd

◮ can only do this only by enlisting a large army of volunteers, to read books
and supply authentic quotations

we have a mass of English literature, which can only be made
available for Dictionary purposes through the combined action of
many;

whats needed is

a drawing as with a sweep-net over the whole surface of English
literature, . . . which we would count it an honour to be the
means of organizing and setting forward ; being sure that it is
only by such combined action, by such a joining of hand in hand
on the part of as many as are willing to take their share in this
toil, that we can hope the innumerable words which have
escaped us hitherto will ever be brought within our net,
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Building the ’New English Dictionary’

◮ though this talk was given in 1857, several aspects are strikingly modern

◮ complete disavowal of prescription in favour of description

◮ concern with data and quotations anticipates whats now called corpus
linguistics

◮ plan to involve an army of volunteers anticipates the whole ’innovation’ of
free software, Wikipedia etc

◮ also startlingly ambitious
all words ?, all senses ?, all with quotations ?, back to 1150 ?
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Appeals to Readers, are made, in fact several, printed in The Athaeneum, sent
to College Common rooms, . . . people volunteer and start to submit quotations,
sometimes from books that have been assigned to them
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end 1857 77 volunteer Readers, assigned text from which to cull Quotations

1858 >100 Readers
detailed Proposal for the Publication of a New English Dictionary published

1859-60 Coleridge appointed ’editor’, an editorial policy Canones Lexicographici
reports to PS: 89 Readers collecting quots, 43 finished their books

1861-62 Coleridge sadly dies, Furnivall new ’editor’
Furnival starts allocating 14 letters to volunteer sub-editors
and sending them the collected materials
reports to PS: 756 books read, 217 in progress

1864 reports to PS: 1100 books read, quots arriving ’a packet a day’
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Attempting to build it . . .

1867-8 from progressing swimmingly, now faltering, treading water

partly due to Furnivall having 100s of other interests
founds endless societies
teaches numerous young women how to scull

reports to PS: maybe 500k quots, but v.few new readers
7 sub-editors he says have essentially finished their editing
but others’ work not in good shape, or plain given up

1871 process all but dead in the water

PS appoint a committee to look into things, inc. new editor . . .
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◮ 1837 James Murray born, near Hawick, Scotland

◮ by 15 (1852) has largely self taught ’working knowledge’ of
French, Italian, German, Greek, Latin
& botany, geology, history, astronomy . . .

◮ (had to leave school at 14 — then normal for the non-wealthy)

◮ continuing in same auto-didact vein
learns book-binding,
how to do illustrated capitals
attends archaelogical digs at Hadrian’s wall,
is a founder member of the Hawick Archaeological Society (1856)

◮ becomes a teacher 1854 (17) in Denholm, 1857 (20) in Hawick
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◮ 1857: in Edinburgh attends course by phonetics pioneer Alexander Melville
Bell; clearly a star pupil, Bell assists his further study of philology and
Murray starts research into his own dialect and the history of Scots
language

◮ rapid changes in personal life 1862-67: marries Maggie Scott (1862);child
Anna (1864), who sadly dies; His wife is gravely ill with TB, and on health
grounds relocate to London, but she too sadly dies (1865). Meets and
becomes engaged to Ada Ruthven (1866), and they are married a year
later (1867); The relocation has meant no longer working as a teacher,
but in a London bank

◮ Continues his scholarly pursuits. Starts to confer and collaborate with
another phonetics and dialect pioneer Alexander J. Ellis; 1868 Ellis has
James elected a member of PS

◮ 1868 finishes his book The Dialect of the Southern Counties of Scotland,
which cements his reputation

◮ 1870 swaps bank for teaching job (at Mill Hill School), continues
philological study; by 1878 clearly has high schol. reputation: is asked to
write article ’The English Language’ for Ninth edition of the Encyclopaedia
Britannica.
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Building the ’New English Dictionary’

turns to the Philological Society’s dictionary

◮ recall
1857 – mid 1870s: Phil. Soc. dictionary had bright start, but petered out
1857 – mid 1870s: steady increase of Murray’s prominence in philology

◮ 1876 to 1879 fairly tortuous process of negotiation between PS society
and various publishers, with Furnivall to the fore, ends with

1 Mar 1879: Murray signs on with Oxford University Press to be the
Editor of the PS soc dictionary

title to be:

New English Dictionary on Historical Principles

◮ so in 1879 this dictionary project restarts – this is the point at which
Murray estimates that the whole thing will be done in 10 years
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its a shed, 30 by 16 feet, built in his garden (from then wonder material
corrugated iron)
for he is to work on this from home, and for some time while still working
part-time as a teacher
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◮ 1.5 tons of quots move from Furnivall’s house to Murray’s ’scriptorium’

◮ actually turns out not quite the foundation hoped for
. . . not in great shape, in boxes, sacks, a ’baby’s basinet’
. . . not sorted, mouldy
. . . there’s a dead rat, a live family of mice
. . . and where are the slips for H, Q, Pa???

◮ months go into tracking down missing letters
H: tracked to a villa in Florence where a sub-editor had left them
Pa: has ended up in an out-house in County Cavan (apparently in

process of being used as firelighters)

◮ but also materials just not comprehensive enough,
with quots are biased to unusual words
eg. has 50 quotes for abusion, 4 for abuse

◮ nothing for it but to launch new appeal for quotations from contributors
(a kind of a re-run of first appeals 20 years earlier)
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◮ the Appeal asks for books to be ’taken up for reading’ meaning for the
purpose of extracting ’quotations’ illustrating words. includes long
indicative lists of 15th–19th century books (some can be requested), and
detailed instructions

◮ Make a quotation for every word that strikes you as rare, obsolete,
old-fashioned, new, peculiar, or used in a peculiar way

◮ Take special note of passages which show . . . a word is either new . . . or
needing explanation as obsolete or archaic . . . thus help to fix the date of
its introduction or disuse.

◮ Make as many quotations as you can for ordinary words, especially when
. . . tend by the context to explain or suggest their own meaning.

◮ give an exact reference, such as seems to you to be the best to enable any
one to verify your quotation
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The data is to be returned on ’slips’ formated thusly (tho handwritten):



. . . and new ’slips’ begin to arrive

rough: 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. 144

The two new steps * * and all the dovetails were roughed out,
and some of the beds brought to a level and finished.



. . . and new ’slips’ begin to arrive

paddock: 1856 [H. H. Dixon] Post & Paddock ii. 43

If you go into a paddock, and see a lengthy, plain-headed foal
with lop ears gazing at you.
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A NEW

ENGLISH DICTIONARY

ON HISTORICAL PRINCIPLES

FOUNDED MAINLY ON THE MATERIALS COLLECTED BY

The Philological Society

PART 1. A – ANT

12” by 8” by 1”

352 pages

8365 words

8 divisions of amuse

1998 marked (†) as obsolete
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so plenty of reasons to take a long time

also Murray was still working part-time at Mill-Hill school and part-time in his
scriptorium in his garden

esp. at start very under-funded to pay any assistants

Image skipped to respect copyright; orig in
The Making of the Oxford English Dictionary,
Gilliver
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Image skipped to respect copyright;
orig in The Making of the Oxford En-
glish Dictionary, Gilliver

picture shows only paid assistants in
early days,
Fred Ruthven (his brother in law)
Sidney Herrtage (a protege of Furni-
vall).
Small unpaid assistant is a son Alfred.
Murray’s wife was for years also his
unpaid secretary

Aside: Herrtage

Herrtage was a graduate of Trinity, seems to have been very capable, in fact
head-hunted by a rival dictionary project Cassell’s Encyclopaedic Dictionary,
perpetrates unpardonable sin of doing work for Cassell’s using the materials in
the scriptorium

. . . and is fired
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practical effect of On Historical Principles

most dictionaries order senses by current importance, but OED orders senses
chronologically, by their date of appearance in the language. Result: most
’obvious’ sense can be way down the list, quite possibly preceded by now
obsolete senses

amuse its ’entertain’ sense is 8th (dating frm 1771)

mean ’disobliging/stingy’ sense is 5th/6th (dating frm 1840)

temper ’explosive ill-humour’ sense is 11th (dating frm 1828)

infuriating, if you really are after a clarification of a modern sense

fascinating, if you have time to follow all the twists and turns that lead there
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printing plate cast from this.
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OEDS1: after 1928 completion, there was a Supplement in 1933

why was there not just a new edition ?

So with this printing technology, creating a new edition represents huge effort –
every page (10k) would have to be manually type-set again, and from these new
plates made; so in 1933 creating a supplement volume was massively easier

Aside: stereotype

this process was known as making a stereotype plate
actually 1st sense of stereotype = ’printing plate’ (first OED citation 1800)
the other ’simplistic examplar’ sense (first OED citation 1928) is an evo-
lution from this printing sense (. . . via metaphor of replicated simple set of
attributes)
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OEDS1: after 1928 completion, there was a Supplement in 1933

why was there not just a new edition ?

So with this printing technology, creating a new edition represents huge effort –
every page (10k) would have to be manually type-set again, and from these new
plates made; so in 1933 creating a supplement volume was massively easier

the 1933 OEDS1 supplement is a ∆ to OED1:
specifies where new words and senses should be added

does not specify updates to existing entries for senses in OED1 (1884–1928)

eg. quotation evidence left exactly as was, so entries written in 1884 still
have quots ending in 1884 etc

serialisation effect
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OEDS2 1972-1986: after a long pause, a 4 volume 2nd Supplement is produced
from 1972-1986.

OED2 1989: digital word processing has arrived,
OED1 and OEDS2 content is rendered digital and merged (no more plates)

result is what’s called OED ’2nd Edition’ (its what you’ll find in the Ussher)

OED1

1884

1884

A-ANT

1928

OEDS1

1933

OEDS2

1972

OED2

1989

Note: startlingly this means all lexicographic matters finalised in 1888–1928
remained unrevised in the ’new’ 1989 ’edition’

it was more of a technology update than a genuine lexicographical update
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OEDS2
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1989

online ⇒ OED3

2050

2000

mammoth (and still ongoing) revision process started towards notional ’OED 3’

’OED 3’ is a destination; even if reached probably will never be printed



A new talk on a New Dictionary on Historical Principles on historical principles

The nature of the beast

Old entries in modern dress

being online from 2000> allows great improvements in presentation and search



A new talk on a New Dictionary on Historical Principles on historical principles

The nature of the beast

Old entries in modern dress

being online from 2000> allows great improvements in presentation and search

but presented in very up-to-date ’format’ you can easily find material that feels
conspicuously 19th century . . .



A new talk on a New Dictionary on Historical Principles on historical principles

The nature of the beast

Old entries in modern dress

being online from 2000> allows great improvements in presentation and search

but presented in very up-to-date ’format’ you can easily find material that feels
conspicuously 19th century . . .

Mostly this adds to fun of reading OED, but does mean you have to be quite
canny about this if you are really going to the OED for ’gold standard’ word
and sense emergence datings
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current online entry for ’service’ starts (my highlighting):

I. The condition of being a servant; the fact of serving a master.
1. The condition, station, or occupation of being a servant. (In modern use almost
exclusively spec. = domestic service n.)

having quotes ending at 1881:

1881 Not even the fretting when the eldest girl In service far away forgot to
write

my hunch: this sense of ’in service’ pretty obsolete, despite above ’In modern
use’

The thing is, above online entry is verbatim identical to whats in OED1

the online OED at least does indicate ’currency’ along these lines

This entry has not yet been
fully updated (first published
1912).

vs.
This entry has been up-
dated (OED Third Edition,
September 2003).
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Getting to Trinity’s subscription to OED online

www.tcd.ie/library

⇒ Databases and E-books

⇒ O ⇒ Oxford English Dictionary
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